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'Showgirls' not a show piece
By CLAUDIA PUI6
Los Angeles Times

HOLLYWOOD — The critical
and commercial debacle thatls
fthnwBirlf atl geems to be craflhbiB

Hoping tobreak fit5m her TVsit
com past, the 22-year-old actress
took a starring role lo the NC-17
film, performing DUmerous scenes
totally nude.

She wasrreeieiUuLamEJlLUlS

memprv. was dr^p&d by heragent
and so far hasn't 1 ned up her next

jictlnfi role^
For Berkley's efforts, the role of

Norai MaJone — a headline part in
a 540 million film — paid her only
$100,005, Paul Verhoeven, the nim's
director, connnnel.

"We had to do this: we had no
more money," said Verhoeven, who
waspaid^ million todirect, which
he said was half his usual fee.

The criliciftm "all smells kind of
foul lo me." said a source close lo
the actress. "She's been getting the
blame for this movie and it's so
unfair. She is an innocent, a naif.
Paul Verhoeven directed her and
said. 'Be thieway.'"

Berkley was in Australia and
could not be reached for comment.
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ParhlB part, Verhoeven accepts the
blame, acknowledglns he may have
simply made a bad movie.

"I never thought this continuous
baahlnKof the movie and of Eliaa-
beth would happen," Verhoeven
said. "We're sitting with these
ruins in front of us. I realized with
the nudity and the fact that critics
are essentially Puritan that there
would be backlash and anger, but 1
never thought the movie wouldn't
do well. So 1 never accounted that
she would be pul In such a posi
tion and I feel terrible about it _

"If somebody is to blame it's
(screenwriter) Joe (Eszterhas) or
me. I think she did exactly what we
wanted and what we thou^t would
be good. Andapparently wefailed."

Verhoeven said audiences and
critics confused the strWent, unap
pealing character Berkley played
mth the actress herself.

"Her performance that every
body is 80 against is based on a
cliaracter," Verhoeven said. "The
hate towards hot charactcr — «in
edgy, Ticarly psycholic character
—is actually a compliment to her
performance."

drnpped last week

hv Mike Mgnyhpl. her aeent at
Creative Artists Agency, who
said only that the agency and

Berkley "didn't see eye to eye on
the style and type of representa
tion." .

She then appealed to some of the
intents who naaaegressWelv ^urt-
eo her while she was maklna
^rlsonly to find that, after ihe bad
reviews, they refused to take her

"calJs, according to an industry
source.

She has since landed with United
Talent Agency, and tlie same team
of agents that handlesSandra Bul
lock, led by Cynthia SheUon-Droke,
Sieve Small and Nick Stevens.

Industry insiders fault Berkley
for being difficult, demanding star
billing and "wanting to gel to the
top toofast," But, asked the source
close lo the actress, "who doesn't
want to he a star loo fiist?"

"It would be imfair to write Eliza
beth off in terms of this piclui-e,"
Esiterhas said, 'i think people
should be a little n»ore compasslm-
ate. _ I think she did bettar than peo
ple arewilling logive hercredit for."

But both he and Verhoeven say
all the exposure may ultimately
help Berkley's career. Esilerhaa
even sees her being right for one of
his own projects,

"I have a script at Savoy called
Foreplay that I think Elizabeth
wouldbe perfectfor," he said.
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